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First Word … from David Howe, Vice Chair of Governors and former
pupil of Lawrence Sheriff School

Following on from last week’s First Word, Mr Howe has also highlighted some
interesting points from the school’s historical records from 50 years ago.
•

A combined debate with Rugby High School and the parents of both schools was
held in Big School. The mood of the house was strongly in favour of coeducation.

•

After much planning and discussion between Mr Davies (Head of Maths) and
members of the sixth form, the first LSS Mathematical Society came into being.
This term has seen much co-operation between this society and that of Rugby
High School.

•

Hobbies Exhibition 1968 – It was estimated that the number of stamps on show
placed end to end would reach five times round the Whitehouse Quad and half
way up the Library stairs. Brass rubbings appeared to be in vogue, especially for
the junior section. Whether one waltzed to the music of a nineteenth century
gramophone or eyed the tempting home-made cakes, marvelled at the workings
of a hovercraft or wondered about the breaking strain of nylon rope, one knew
that some time out of school was spent usefully.
David Howe

Commonwealth Day
During my time as a Member of Youth Parliament and as part of the County Youth Panel, there has not been a greater privilege than to celebrate the benefits of an
international community such as the Commonwealth. On Monday 12th March, I travelled to London as one of a number of young people from the British Youth
Council’s delegation for Commonwealth Day. All around the globe, the day is celebrated in many forms, such as Big Lunches, street parties or even just assemblies and
interactive lessons in schools. There is however one celebration, which surpasses these in both size and prestige – the service at Westminster Abbey. As part of the
delegation, I attended the afternoon service, in the presence of Her Majesty the Queen, members of the Royal Family and ambassadors from across the
Commonwealth. But perhaps most importantly in attendance, were other young people from schools, youth clubs and other organisations – highlighting the fact that
60% of the Commonwealth population is under 30. The service combined people from all faiths, ethnicities and nations, focusing on this year’s theme Towards a
Common Future. The service included readings and reflections from the Theresa May, Prime Minister; Jaspreet Kaur, poet and teacher and Dr Andrew Bastawrous –
all of whom focused on the importance of working together in order to make the future better through the networks of our Commonwealth.
This was not the greatest highlight of my day though, as in the morning, I visited 10 Downing Street, where the delegation had a photo with the Prime Minister after a
Q&A with the Commonwealth Minister Lord Ahmad. The discussion covered topics such as, the role of the Commonwealth post-Brexit, how to tackle the breaking
of Human Rights and ensure the acceptance of the LGBTQ community in all 53 member states. I personally asked how the Commonwealth could work together to
break the stigma surrounding mental health issues and ensure all citizens receive the support they need to have a prosperous and secure future. The Minister
acknowledge the denial some member states have of mental health issues and the need to work more with each other to ensure unilateral support and acceptance,
but was also keen to engage young people in how best to do this, due to its significant effect on young people and the fact we are the future.
Overall, the day was an honour, as well as an eye-opener to the challenges posed by such a diverse network as the Commonwealth, but also the prospects of what
could be achieved if we worked together. I look forward to attending the Commonwealth Youth Forum in April to discuss the four key themes of a fairer, more
secure, prosperous and sustainable future with young representatives from all the Commonwealth countries; the solutions we discuss will then be posed to the
Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting which follows the forum.
Nick Andrews, Year 13

Shoe Appeal
Last term, Lawrence Sheriff held a shoe appeal, collecting old and unwanted
shoes as part of our work to be a ‘Rights Respecting School’.
The shoes we collected are sent for reuse and for every tonne of shoes given
to ‘Clarks Shoes’, a donation is made to ‘Unicef’ which goes towards
education programmes around the world.
The event proved extremely successful and we, the members of ‘LSS’s
UNICEF steering group’, would like to thank all the students and parents who
contributed towards the campaign.

Ralf Callaway, Carter Oldfield, Craig Nhevera

TABLE TENNIS
Lunchtime Sessions
Wednesday: year seven club members only
Friday: club and school team members only
6.50 pm – 8.20 pm
Tuesday: Two-a-side League (Includes beginners’ division)
Club Sessions: Try them out - first two are free!
Wednesday 6.30 pm – 9.00 pm
Sunday 10.00 am - 12.00 pm
See the website for more info:
www.RugbyTableTennisClub.NET

Homework in Computer rooms
Before school – Room 67 (sixth form centre from 8am until 8.45am)
Break and lunchtimes – Room 19
After school – Room 67 (sixth form centre from 3.30pm until
5.00pm)
Students will need to sign in on the sheet in the room for computer
use.

Shopping online?
Access your favourite retailer via:
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/lawrencesheriffschoolpta
and the school gets a commission!

