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First Word … from the Vice Chair of Governors, Ian Nichol

The Governors’ Code
What are school governors actually for? It’s a question we get asked a lot. At one level the answer is extremely straightforward: we wade through a vast amount of
bureaucratic paperwork to satisfy government requirements. But, beyond that, we hope we can make a positive contribution to the happiness and success of everyone at
the school.
School governors are not a recent invention. When Winchester College was founded over 600 years ago, a group of independent trustees visited the school “with not
more than six horses … to scrutinise the teaching and the progress in school of the scholars … and the quality of the food provided for the same … and correct or reform
anything needing correction or reform”. These days we tend to leave our horses at home, but otherwise the job hasn’t changed hugely.
Even so, it helps to set out in precise terms the principles under which governors do their work. In this connection, we recently carried out a biennial review of the
Governors’ Code. This is the document that sets out the role of governors in terms of their duties to the school, their relationship with the headteacher and staff, and the
way they should interact with each other. You can find the Code on the Lawrence Sheriff website in the section on Governors accessed from ‘Quick Links’.
For me, the essence of the Code comes in Clause 6. This confirms that the governors “recognise that strong relationships based on trust are at the heart of good
governance: they create the atmosphere where tough but necessary questions can best be asked and resolved. We see the relationship between governors and school
leaders as a mix of constructive challenge and keen support. We are all in this together.”
What are the other key elements of the Code? First, it emphasises that the governors' role is a strategic one, planning for the school long-term through policies within
which the staff do their work. We are not here to check up on how people do their jobs: that is for the headteacher and his leadership team. Beyond that, governors
have got to be more than cheerleaders for the school, though in my experience a bit of cheerleading never goes amiss. Staff should always have the confidence that they
will be supported in properly carrying out their duties. And there must be an open, honest, relationship with the headteacher and senior staff. For the very reason that we
are all in this together, the headteacher and the senior deputy headteacher are themselves members of the governing body.
Much of this should go without saying, but saying it clearly and within one page of A4 paper still has considerable merit. That’s what the Governors’ Code is for.
Ian Nichol

Open Evening
Wednesday 27 June 2018
6.00 pm to 8.00 pm
Lawrence Sheriff School will be holding its annual Open Evening on Wednesday 27 June 2018 for pupils and their parents/carers who are
considering applying to the school for entry to Year 7 in September 2019.
Dr Kent will speak at 6.00 pm, 6.30 pm and 7.00 pm in Big School, followed by tours of the school. There is no need to book, everyone is welcome to attend whichever
session is most convenient for them. Copies of the school prospectus will be available on the evening.
Hart Field, the school’s sports field located about a mile from the school on Lower Hillmorton Road, will also be open between 5.45 pm and 8.00 pm. Everyone is
welcome to visit Hart Field to see the outstanding sports facilities available to our pupils either before or after their tour of the school. However, please note that the
gates at Hart Field will be locked promptly at the end of this session.
We look forward to welcoming all pupils, parents and carers to the school. If anyone attending has any particular access requirements, please would they contact Mrs
Batchelor, PA to the Headteacher, in advance of the event so that we can assist you.
Thank you for your interest in Lawrence Sheriff School.
Mrs Batchelor

Shopping online?
Access your favourite retailer via: http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/lawrencesheriffschoolpta and the school gets a commission!

TABLE TENNIS

Lunchtime Sessions
Following a recent vehicle break-in at another school in the County, please can we
remind all parents and visitors of the following advice regarding vehicle security:

Wednesday: year seven club members only
Friday: club and school team members only

•Never leave anything on view.
•Take audio and sat nav equipment with you.
•Never leave the car with the engine running, or the keys in the ignition.
•Fit self-locking screws to prevent number plates being stolen.

6.50 pm – 8.20 pm
Tuesday: Two-a-side League (Includes beginners’ division)

•Always lock your car and fully close windows and sunroofs.
•Check your door handles to make sure it's locked.
•Fit anti-theft devices to steering wheels, fuel caps and wheels.
•Park in a safe place.

Club Sessions: Try them out - first two are free!
Wednesday 6.30 pm – 9.00 pm
Sunday 10.00 am - 12.00 pm

•Never leave your mobile phone behind when leaving the car.
•Do not keep vehicle documents in the car.
Mrs Batchelor, PA to the Headteacher

See the website for more info: www.RugbyTableTennisClub.NET

